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and transcendent virtue, fell in others far below
the average of mankind." l Perhaps the most con-
spicuous example of these " high professions
falsified" is Seneca himself. Seneca's character
has been variously judged, and the difficulty,
already sufficiently great, of doing him justice still
further aggravated by the vehemence of rival
advocates. We may be even more than usually
certain that Macaulay's biting epigrams * do not
tell the whole truth and yet remain unconvinced
by the ecstasies of Dr. Dill: cc The man with any
historical imagination," he declares, " must be
struck with amazement that such spiritual detach-
ment, such lofty moral ideals, so pure an enthusiasm
for the salvation of souls, should emerge from a
palace reeking with all the crimes of the haunted
races of Greek legend. That the courtier of the
reigns of Caligula and Claudius, the tutor and
minister of Nero, should not have escaped some
stains may be probable : that such a man should
have composed the letters and the De Ira of Seneca
is "almost a miracle." 3 By what term, then, shall
we characterize the fact that the same man also
composed the treatise Ad Polybium de Consolatione,
the satire Ludus de Morte Claudii Ccesaris and the

1  History of European Morals, vol. i, p. 193.

2  In his essay on Bacon.

3  Roman Society, p. 295.